
Veil of Protection 
 

October 4, 2026 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SAINT MARY BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 
 Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

Слава Исусу Христу! ~ Слава на вики! 

 
 Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional Tone 2: pp. 130 - 132 

 
 

St. Mary: Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., OCT. 4 ………. .. NINETEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

   9:30 A.M. …………… FESTAL MATINS  

   11:00 A.M. …………... DIVINE LITURGY 
Intention:  For the People of St. George, St. Mary, and St. Nicholas Chapel 

   Following …………... Parish Open House 

FRI., OCT. 9 ………….. James Alpheus, Apostle 

    9:00 A.M. …………… DIVINE LITURGY   
Intention: Private Intention from Mt. St. Macrina 

SUN., OCT. 11 ………... SUNDAY of the FATHERS of the 7th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

   10:45 A.M. ………….. THIRD HOUR  

   11:00 A.M. …………... DIVINE LITURGY 
Intention:  For Deacon Tom on the 15th anniversary of his ordination, requested by Fr. Anthony 

 

Christ is Among us! He is and Shall be! 
 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings: 

Oct. 1: Marta Sasala, Oct. 2: Daniella Plumb, Oct. 8: David Augustini, Molly Castle,  

Oct. 10: Mary Ann Snyder 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

October 2: Luke & Lindsay Haywiser, October 8: Mike & Patty Costantino 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
HOME: Penny Furis, William Killian, Joyce Rose, Eleanor Soltis, Bruce Steffine 
 

Franciscan Manor: (71 Darlington Rd., Beaver Falls, PA 15010) - George Cirka 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Parish Offerings for September 20, 2026 
Offertory ……..…….................................................................................................….............................. $1865.00 

Loose Currency …………………………..…………………………………………..……….……………. $10.00 

Candles ...….…..….…..….………………..…......................…....…...………….……................................. $22.00 

Holy Day …………………………………………………………………………………………………... $150.00 

                                                                                                                                                         Total:    $2047.00 

 

Parish Offerings for September 27, 2026 
Offertory ……..…….................................................................................................…............................... $495.00 

Loose Currency …………………………..…………………………………………..……….……….…. $160.00 

Candles ...….…..….…..….………………..…......................…....…...………….……................................. $15.00 

                                                                                                                                                         Total:    $670.00 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Confessions Offered  

St. George …… Beginning 5:00 P.M. on Tuesdays and before every Sunday Divine Liturgy  

St. Mary …. Beginning 5:00 P.M. Wednesdays and following every Sunday Divine Liturgy  

St. Nicholas ………..……….……….... 4:00-4:45 P.M. before Vigil Liturgy on Saturdays 

 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

October 4 - 10, 2026 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

Our Parishioners 

 

 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


 

The Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas, October 6  
The Apostle Thomas is included in the number of the holy Twelve 

Apostles of the Savior. According to Holy Scripture, the holy 

Apostle Thomas did not believe the reports of the other disciples 

about the Resurrection of Jesus Christ: “Unless I see in His hands the 

print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 

thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). 

On the eighth day after the Resurrection, the Lord appeared to the 

Apostle Thomas and showed him His wounds. “My Lord and my 

God,” the Apostle cried out (John 20:28). “Thomas, being once 

weaker in faith than the other apostles,” says Saint John Chrysostom, 

“toiled through the grace of God more bravely, more zealously and 

tirelessly than them all, so that he went preaching over nearly all the earth, not fearing to 

proclaim the Word of God to savage nations.” 

Some icons depicting this event are inscribed “The Doubting Thomas.” This is incorrect. In 

Greek, the inscription reads, “The Touching of Thomas.” In Slavonic, it says, “The Belief of 

Thomas.” When Saint Thomas touched the Life-giving side of the Lord, he no longer had any 

doubts. 

 

“Come and See” Weekend of Discovery  

Every young man must eventually make some hard decisions- college, career, marriage, family, 

religious life. How do I know what’s right? Does God care what I decide? If you’ve ever thought 

about the priesthood, it’s worth taking a weekend to learn how to listen to God’s plans for your 

future. The Byzantine Catholic seminary of Saints Cyril and Methodius is hosting a come and 

see weekend retreat for men ages 18 to 35 who may be considering a vocation to the priesthood 

in the Byzantine Catholic Church. The event runs from 5:00 PM on Friday evening November 

6th through 4:00 PM on Sunday afternoon, November 8th 2026 at the Seminary (3605 

Perrysville Avenue) in Pittsburgh.  The weekend retreat is free of charge, and it includes sharing 

liturgical worship services and meals with the Seminary community, an introduction to the 

Seminary’s Program of Priestly Formation, a tour of the Seminary, gatherings with the 

seminarians, talks, and a panel discussion.  The retreat is conducted in a “no pressure – no hard 

sell” environment. The atmosphere is prayerful, positive, and fraternal. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. George’s bulletin can be viewed online at: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How deeply is the Lord rooted in you?  

This good seed is worthy of admiration. Rich and well-productive 

land brings forth fruit a hundredfold. They say that the best soils 

sometimes under cultivation produce a hundredfold, so this is a mark 

of every fertile and productive spot. One of the holy prophets said 

from the mouth of God, “And all nations shall congratulate you 

because you are a desirable land.” (Mal 3:12) When the divine word 

falls upon a pure mind skillful in cleansing itself from things hurtful, 

it fixes its root deeply and shoots up like an ear of corn. It brings its 

fruit to perfection being strong in blade and beautifully flowered.  

(St. Cyril of Alexandria) 

 

St. George: Divine Services for the Week: 

WED., OCT. 7 ………... Sergius and Bacchus, Martyrs 

   7:00 A.M. ……………. FIRST AND THIRD HOUR, Reader Service 

SUN., OCT. 11 ………. SUNDAY of the FATHERS of the 7th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

   8:15 A.M. ……………. FIRST HOUR  

   8:30 A.M. ……………. DIVINE LITURGY 
Intention: + Mary Elizabeth Olack, requested by daughter, Kathy Kapaldo 

 

St. Nicholas: Divine Services for the Week: 

SAT., OCT. 10 ………SUNDAY of the FATHERS of the 7th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

   5:00 P.M. …………..... DIVINE LITURGY  
Intention: For the People of St. George, St. Mary, and St. Nicholas Chapel 

 
 

http://www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fr. Anthony’s Cell #: (878) 226-0878 
OFFICE PHONE: 724-266-2030 
CHURCH HALL:  724-266-8642 

CHURCH OFFICE EMAIL: stmaryambridge@protonmail.com  
PARISH WEBSITE: www.byzantinecatholics.org  

 
 

Glory to Jesus Christ ~ Glory Forever! 
Слава Исусу Христу! ~ Слава на вики! 

 
 

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
This Sunday, we hear the Parable of the Sower. Christ reveals 

the mystery of the Kingdom of God through the image of a 

sower scattering seed. The seed is the Word of God, and the soil 

represents the condition of our hearts. 

 

Some seed falls on the path and is eaten by birds, symbolizing 

those who hear but do not grasp or accept God’s Word. Other 

seed falls on rocky ground where they sprout quickly but wither 

for lack of water, just as we may receive the Word with joy but 

fail to let it take root when trials come. Still other seed falls 

among thorns, representing life’s distractions, worries, riches, 

and pleasures. All of which choke spiritual growth. 

 

“But as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest 

and good heart, and bear fruit with patience” (Luke 8:15). As Byzantine Catholics, we are 

reminded that the Word is not merely heard but received, nurtured, and lived. The icon of the 

Theotokos offers us a powerful image of the “good soil”: a heart that receives the Word and 

bears fruit through obedience, humility, and love. 

 

Let us ask ourselves: What kind of soil are we? Do we allow the noise of the world to drown 

out the voice of God? Or do we, like the good soil, hold fast to the Word with a noble and 

faithful heart, bearing fruit through perseverance? 

 

As the deacon proclaims in the Divine Liturgy, “Let us be attentive!” May we truly listen and 

may the Word of God take root in us, transforming our lives into a living Gospel. 

 

When we hear the Word of God, our concern is to “hold it fast in an honest and good heart.” 

This, in turn, will cultivate “fruit with patience.” Every Liturgy presents us with the opportunity 

of “hearing” the living Word of God. If we have “ears to hear,” the seed of the Sower will fall 

on “good soil.” 

Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 
 

 

A Note from Fr. Anthony 

Dear parishioners, 

 

It was a beautiful and full week with the celebrations for St. Mary's patronal 

feast! Thanks to all who helped or participated in any way as we did our best to 

offer right worship to God and honor the Theotokos. 

 

This will be a much quieter week as I will be away for the Archeparchy's required 

clergy retreat.  Other than a Wednesday morning reader service, there will be no 

liturgical services until Friday. Please contact me if there is an emergency but 

please wait until I return on Thursday afternoon for non-urgent matters. 

 

Work has been progressing on the retaining wall by the rectory lawn at St. 

Mary's. The cost of this project has been borne by an anonymous benefactor. 

Also, you will notice the smaller green Divine Liturgy books in the pews which 

were donated to both churches. This is a simplified format which doesn't require 

flipping to multiple pages. We are hoping these will help our visitors follow our 

rich liturgy and perhaps be appreciated by our regular parishioners as well!  We 

are so blessed by our generous donors - thank you so very much! 

 

In Christ, 

Fr. Anthony 

 

mailto:stmaryambridge@protonmail.com


SAINT MARY BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
PRIEST: FATHER ANTHONY COSTANTINO 

Deacon Thomas J. Klacik 

624 Park Road – Ambridge, PA 15003  
Fr. Anthony’s Cell #: (878) 226-0878 
OFFICE PHONE: 724-266-2030 
CHURCH FAX:  724-266-1834 

CHURCH HALL:  724-266-8642 
PARISH WEBSITE: www.byzantinecatholics.org  

Cantors: Alex Broussard, Mike McCann, Naedia McCann, Catherine Richthammer  
E.C.F. coordinator: Jonathan Dohanich  
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation…...…… Wednesdays 4:45-5:45 P.M. & after Sunday Liturgy. 
Holy Mysteries of Initiation………………………………………..Contact the church office. 
Holy Mystery of Anointing ………...……………….…Ask prior to surgery or serious illness. 
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……....…Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding.  
Religious Education Classes…....……...……………………………September through May. 
Pirohi Sales ………………………………………………………………..…... Every Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


